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Abstract

The first part of the paper is supposed to deal with theoretical issues of marginality  and responses to it in European context on a small scale and with regard specifically to border areas.

In the second part we will present a case of Slovenian-Italian border. This is a border between two EU member states since 2004. Before that this was:

· outer border of EU with considerably strict so called »Scengen« regime of border control
· border between socialist Yugoslavia and capitalist Italy (so called eastern and western block).
Yugoslav-Italian border used to be an “open border” between two political blocks which was not the case with other eastern-western borders in Europe. Slovenian border areas near the most frequent border passes benefited from the fact that the “open border” enabled the spread of gravitational areas of Italian cities across the border. This advantage was not present in more remote peripheral border areas where we may expect at least some effects of marginalization.

The cross-border co-operation has been introduced in the process of association of Slovenia to EU that should have developmental effects and that should improve economic, social and cultural conditions in border areas. With mainly qualitative methods we intend to examine whether this is the case or not and what are the expectations of the population for the near future. According to the Schengen agreement the border control is supposed to be abolished at the end of 2007 and the border will gain mainly administrative status without any physical obstacles at the passing. This should have some positive effects, however, we do not expect that this will radically influence marginalization of peripheral border areas and we intend to examine the viewpoints of local population toward this issue and to discuss how the potential positive effects may be applied to cope with marginalization.
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